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Opinion on the practice of cremation

funeral for patients who died of

COVID-19
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During the early phase of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, South Korea was among the countries
affected by the novel infectious disease soon after China. A year later, South Korea is considered one of the countries
to have successfully responded to COVID-19. Even though South Korea has struggled to learn how to live wisely
with COVID-19, much less effort has been put into learning how to die gracefully during the COVID-19 pandemic.
From the beginning of the pandemic, the Korean government has recommended (or mandated) cremation for
those who die from COVID-19 to prevent further spread of the disease. However, the World Health Organization
has announced that corpses are generally not contagious and cremation should be a matter of culture choice and
available resources. In South Korea, the government pays compensation to the families of the deceased because
they follow the national guidelines for the cremation and disinfection of bodies. However, it is now time to discuss
how to support the families of the deceased, helping them to safely grieve and honor their loved one in their own
ways, rather than forcing them to wrap the deceased with a plastic bag and proceed with a hasty cremation.
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